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How can a young man keep his way pure? By 
keeping it according to Your word.

Psalm 119:9
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METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

CLASS PARTICIPATION EXERCISES

It is important to draw out all of the students and get them involved in the class.  So we try to create 
exercises that require input from everyone.  Listing questions are an effective way to do this.  Pose a 
question to the class that requires everyone to share an answer.  You might construct a list of their 
answers on the board.    

If the goal is to get every student involved, it is important to use “safe” questions for an exercise like this.  
These are questions that focus on the student’s opinion and carry a low risk of giving a wrong answer.  For 
example, in the sample below from “The Sermon on the Mount,” students are asked to share what part of 
the sermon sticks out most in their minds.  The only way to get that one wrong is to cite something that 
was not in the sermon.  These kinds of questions help students to feel more comfortable joining the 
discussion.

I Cor. 15:33
Eph. 6:1-3

God’s Input

g n Si in gr na sW

Is it possible to 
know in advance, 
before you ever 
go out with 
someone, that 
they are a bad 
choice for a 
date?  What are 
some of the warning signs you look for that say, “stay 
away from this one?”  Make a list below and be ready 
to share your answers with the class.  

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Matthew 5-7Matthew 5-7

The Sermon on the Mount

a

sample

of His

teaching

Matthew 5-7

Time will not permit us to consider all of the different things Jesus taught.  But we do want to consider this 
one sample of His teaching and see what insights we can gain about the way Jesus taught men.  To get 
us started, we want to get a good feel for this sample of His teaching.  Take some time over the next three 
days to read through this sermon.  Mark off each chapter as you complete it.

r     Day #1:  Matthew 5
r     Day #2:  Matthew 6
r     Day #3:  Matthew 7

When you have completed your reading of the sermon, 
record your impressions below.

What one part of this sermon most sticks out 
in your  mind?  ________________________

            _____________________________________
Why?

What was one thing about the way Jesus taught that really impressed you?  _________________
          
____________________________________________________________________________
Why?

Impressions
Impressions

FROM A BOOK ON THE LIFE OF JESUSFROM A BOOK ON DATING
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METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

GROUP PROJECTS

Divide the class into small groups or teams and give the students projects to complete.  You might give 
them a passage to read and analyze, a difficult question to wrestle with and debate,  or have them 
construct a list.  Have them work on the project for a while and then field responses from each group.  

There are many advantages to small group work. It gets all of the students talking and participating.  It 
draws out the more shy students who are nervous about speaking up in front of the whole class.  It also 
forces the students to think through an issue or question for themselves.  This is when the best learning 
takes place.  

GROUP PROJECT
Genesis:  A Different Picture of Man

Divide the class into several teams and have each one 
read the Genesis account of man’s creation.  Then, 
work as a group to construct a list of all the important 
things we learn about man, i.e.  where he has come from, 
what was special about him and his position in God’s c r e a t i o n  
from the Genesis account.   Be sure to explain why you think each item is important.

God Creates Man
Genesis 1:26-2:25

When you have 
completed your list, 

discuss how the Genesis 
account of man’s 

creation differs from the 
theory of evolution.  Be 

sure to note why you 
think these differences 

are important.  Jot some 
notes down in the space 

below.

YOUR LIST
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________

IS THIS GENEALOGY ACCURATE?

Compare:

(7) and to Solomon was born 
Rehoboam; and to Rehoboam, 
Abijah; and to Abijah, Asa; (8) and 
to Asa was born Jehoshaphat; 
and to Jehoshaphat, Joram; and 
to Joram, Uzziah; (9) and to 
Uzziah was born Jotham ...

(10) Now Solomon’s son was 
Rehoboam, Abijah was his son, 
Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 
(11) Joram his son, Ahaziah his 
son, Joash his son, (12) Amaziah 
his son, Azariah his son, Jotham 
his son

Matthew 1: I Chronicles 3:

The same genealogy is being recorded in both passages.  But, are the two lists
the same?  Can you find any discrepancies? 

If so, how do you account for this?  Is the Bible inaccurate?  With your group, 
explore the possibilities and see what you can come up with.

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

GROUP PROJECT

FROM A BOOK ON GENESISFROM A BOOK ON THE LIFE OF JESUS



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

SCENARIOS & CASE STUDIES

Scenarios are stories to which teenagers can relate and are designed to spark discussion.  This has been 
one of the most important tools we have discovered in our studies with teens.  We can talk about 
principles all day long, but scenarios hit teenagers where they live.  They demonstrate how God’s word 
relates to “real life” situations.  Consider the examples below.

FROM A BOOK ON DATINGFROM A BOOK ON RESPECT

Scenarios are great tools because they can be used with any subject.  If you are studying instrumental 
music, plug in a scenario where a Christian is challenged about what he believes on that subject.  Have 
the students explain how they would handle that situation.

Here are a couple of things to remember about scenarios:  

[1] Make them true to life (things that really happen).  Don’t build straw men.
[2] They need to involve difficult situations to resolve.  This is very important if you want to 

spark discussion.
3

DATING TO MARRIAGE WORKSHEETS 10

DATING PROFILES
Read over each of the dating situations described below.  Explain how a Christian would handle each.  In each case you should cite a 
passage from Lesson #4 as part of your answer.  After you have given your answers, sit down and talk with your parents about each situation.  
Ask them how they believe a Christian should handle each.  Make note of any differences between your answer and theirs.

[1] SITUATIONS

[2] YOUR ANSWER

[3] PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE

Cindy has 
waited 
months for 

What do you think a Christian should do? What input did your parents have?

Cindy has waited months for 
Jeff to ask her out.  When he 
finally did, he asked her to go 
see a filthy, R-rated movie.

What do you think a Christian should do? What input did your parents have?

Cindy has 
waited 
months for 

What do you think a Christian should do? What input did your parents have?What do you think a Christian should do? What input did your parents have?

Cindy has 
waited 
months for 

What do you think a Christian should do? What input did your parents have?

Robbie really likes going out 
with Kaitlyn, even though she 
is a bit on the wild side.  But it 
seems like she’s always 
pressuring him to do things 
he knows are wrong.

What do you think a Christian should do? What input did your parents have?

Cindy has 
waited 
months for 

What do you think a Christian should do? What input did your parents have?Rick and Staci were really 
looking forward to their date.  
They were going to a great 
concert and celebrating six 
months of going out.  The 
only problem was that Staci’s 
church was having a gospel 
meeting the same night they 
were planning to go out.

What do you think a Christian should do? What input did your parents have?

Alex has really been 
pressuring Amanda to have 
sex with him.  He keeps 
saying, “If you really loved 
me, you would do this.”

Chris was having his first experience teaching an adult Bible class; however he did 
not feel that he was doing much good.  

Bro. Johnson, a man who had been a Christian for many years and quite knowledgeable in the 
scriptures, constantly disagreed and disputed with Chris.  He couldn’t say anything without Bro. 
Johnson arguing with him.

Randy, one of Chris’ friends, tried to be supportive.  He participated in the class and made 
positive comments to him after class; but during one class Chris noticed that Randy had not 
bothered to prepare the lesson.

Karen and Rebekah were another discouragement.  They were always there for class, they 
always had their work done, and they even participated;  but they also spent a lot of time talking to 
each other during the class and distracting others around them.

The biggest discouragement, however, was George and his family.  They neither argued or 
disrupted the  class; they just never came.

_______________________
How did they show disrespect?  ___________________________________________
            Why was that disrespectful?  _____________________________________________

_______________________
How did they show disrespect?  ___________________________________________
            Why was that disrespectful?  _____________________________________________

_______________________
How did they show disrespect?  ___________________________________________
            Why was that disrespectful?  _____________________________________________

_______________________
How did they show disrespect?  ___________________________________________
            Why was that disrespectful?  _____________________________________________

Respect, page 21

C
hr

is
 R

ho
de

s

Talk About This

Disrespect
for Bible Class Teachers

List each person who showed disrespect for the teacher.



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

CONVICTION QUESTIONS

Conviction questions are questions that have at least two right answers, depending on how you look at 
them.  They are designed to create disagreement and force students to think through what they believe 
and defend their convictions.  

For example, in a lesson on modesty we asked the students whether they agreed or disagreed with this 
statement:  “God really cares about my physical appearance.”  The answer to the question can be “Yes” or 
“No” depending on how you look at it.  If you are thinking about modest dress, then God certainly does 
care about my physical appearance.  If you take this to mean that God cares more about beautiful people 
than the “not so beautiful,” then the answer is “no.”    What is valuable is the discussion that these kinds of 
questions spark.  Students are forced to interpret the question for themselves, decide on their 
convictions, then defend them in the class discussion.  More examples are given below.

FROM A LESSON ON MODESTYFROM A LESSON ON PARENTS

What’s Right?
You should obey your parents, as long as they 
are reasonable.

‘  That’s Right     That’s Not Right

You should talk to your friends about your 
problems, not your parents.

Being a parent is really easy.

‘  

‘  That’s Right     ‘  That’s Not Right

‘  That’s Right     ‘  That’s Not Right

People put too much emphasis on
 physical appearance.

‘ That’s True    ’ That’s Not True

It’s okay for Christian to dress in current styles.
‘ That’s True    ’ That’s Not True

Only “good looking” people will find friends and 
have a good time in life.

‘ That’s True    ’ That’s Not True
 

God really cares about my physical appearance.
‘ I think so    ’ I think not

TRUE / NOT TRUETRUE / NOT TRUETRUE / NOT TRUETRUE / NOT TRUE

4



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION:  “WHY”

This is perhaps the most important question we need to be asking our teenagers.  Those who have been 
around a while know the “right” answers they are supposed to give in Bible class and can “parrot” them 
whenever they are called upon.  What we need to know is what these teens really think, deep down in 
their heart.  We need to know about those doubts and uncertainties that they are not always willing to 
express.  

Instead of just accepting the right answer from your students, ask them to tell you “why” they gave that 
answer.  For example, when a student says he believes the Bible is God’s inspired word, ask him to explain 
why he believes that.  Ask him to cite some evidence to back up his answer.  At that point we may discover 
what he really believes.  

This question can be effectively used with any subject and any material.  

Who Should Have Input?
Make a list of the people that you think should have some input in this decision of who I marry.

(1)  _________________________

      Why?  _____________________________________________________
 
                 _____________________________________________________

(2)  _________________________

      Why?  _____________________________________________________
 
                 _____________________________________________________

(3)  _________________________

      Why?  _____________________________________________________
 
                 _____________________________________________________

(4)  _________________________

      Why?  _____________________________________________________
 
                 _____________________________________________________

God’s Guidance
Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 1:8-9
Hebrews 13:17; I Peter 5:1-3
Colossians 1:9-10

FROM A LESSON ON DATING
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What Can I Do?

As we bring this class session 
to a close, have the teacher 
divide the group into several 

teams.  Give each one five 
minutes to think of specific ways 
that a young person can serve in 

the kingdom of God.  Bonus points for 
the most specific  answers.  Compile 
your ideas into one big list and share 

them with the class.

 
_____________________________________

 
_____________________________________

 
_____________________________________

 
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

What Would 
A Servant Do?

Imagine yourself in each of the 
situations described below.  Then 
explain how a person who thinks like 
a servant (LIKE JESUS) would 
handle each one.

[1]  An announcement is made on 
Wednesday night that there will be 
a work day on Saturday to clean up 
around the building.  The elders want 
everything to be “spruced up” before the 
gospel meeting begins on Sunday.  You 
already have plans to hang out with some 
friends on Saturday.

What would a servant do?

Explain why:

[2]  A comment is made in the church bulletin 
that some of the elderly members would 
appreciate visits since they cannot get out 
much.

What would a servant do?

Explain why:

[3]  Your Bible class teacher suggests that 
some of you call one of your class 
members who has been missing quite a 
bit.  You know you should, but the thought 
of doing it really scares you.

What would a servant do?

Explain why:

TEAM PROJECT

FROM A LESSON ON IMITATING JESUS



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

ROLE PLAYING

We have used role playing at times to help prepare our students for challenging situations they would 
face.  We wanted them to know exactly what to do and say at a difficult moment.  Role playing enables 
them to face that challenge in a safe place.  

For example, when we taught our students about evangelism, we actually role played a Bible study.  One 
student played the role of a lost soul and another played a role of a friend who was sharing the gospel with 
him.  The assignment was to give a basic presentation of the gospel message, explaining to this “lost soul” 
how to be saved from sin.  It was a tough assignment and our students struggled with it.  But they learned 
a lot from it.  It gave them a chance to make some mistakes and learn to do this work better, before a soul 
was on the line.  

Pretend you are in Phil’s shoes.  You have to prepare for this Bible study with Amanda.  What will you 
say?  Using the sheet below, put together a brief presentation of the gospel for her.  Outline exactly 
what you would say when you went for that study.  You can draw on our study of the sermons in Acts and 
the scripture key below for help.  For now, keep your presentation brief.  Try to hit the main points and 
provide scripture to back them up.  Keep in mind what you know about Amanda and her circumstances 
as you arrange your thoughts. 

My Presentation 
of the GospelScripture 

Key

John 3:16

Rom. 3:10, 23

Rom. 6:23

Eph. 2:1-10

Rom. 10:9-10

Rom. 3:10, 23

Mark 16:16

Acts 2:37-41

Rom. 5:6-11

Rom. 6:1-11

John 8:24

Acts 8:26-39

Acts 22:16

Phil would get his chance to share the gospel with a friend.  
Actually, the opportunity would be forced upon him.  
Amanda, Kyle’s girlfriend, was really broken up over his death.  She 
just never seemed to get over it.  Phil would talk with her frequently 
to try to help, but nothing seemed to help.  

During one conversation, Amanda asked him how he was coping.  
“What have you done to cope with this?” she asked.  Phil 
mentioned that his parents had been a big help.  Also, some people 
at church had helped.  “I’ve also been reading my Bible more and 
praying,”  he added.  “That’s really helped me deal with this.”  

To his surprise, Amanda was curious.  “Do you think that could help 
me?” she asked.  “I’ve never really gone to church much; my 
parents don’t go.  But, I believe in God.  In fact, since Kyle’s 
accident, I’ve been thinking a lot more about God and stuff.”   Phil 
had never imagined that Amanda would be interested in spiritual 
things.  She had always been a bit on the wild side.  Now he could 
tell she was genuinely curious.  “Maybe we could talk about God 
and the Bible sometime,” Phil offered.  Amanda quickly suggested 
they get together the next week.  She was really anxious to hear 
what he had to say.  Phil agreed.  His first study was scheduled.  

It was only after he got home that it dawned on him: what would he 
say when they studied next week?

Case
Study

Phil Martin
continued

FROM A BOOK ON ACTS & EVANGELISMFROM A BOOK ON ACTS & EVANGELISM
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METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

MULTI-TASKING

Multi-tasking involves using one class to accomplish a couple of different purposes.  

For example, we used our study of the prophets as a time to teach our students how to study the Bible.  
Assignments required students to spend some time using Bible dictionaries, concordances and 
commentaries.  You can see some examples of how we did this below.  As the students were learning 
about the prophets, they were also developing some good Bible study skills and becoming more familiar 
with some important research  tools.  We did a similar combination when we used our Acts Class to teach 
students how to reach the lost.  

Multi-tasking doubles the value of our classes as students increase their knowledge and learn practical 
skills.  

FROM A BOOK ON THE PROPHETSFROM A BOOK ON THE PROPHETS

The Prophets

Research Project

page 20

Te
a

m
 #

1

If you are on another team, use this sheet to take notes on team #1 report.

Your assignment is to research 
the period of:

The Divided Kingdom

You need to be prepared to 
report back to the class and 
explain what was happening 
during this period of Israelite 
history. 

Here are some sources you can 
use to find information:

1)  The Text:

Information about this period is 
found in I Kings 12 - II Kings 17.  
You do not need to read every 
verse of every chapter; but you 
need to look over this for 
information about kings and 
conditions of the times.  

2)  Bible Dictionaries:

You can look up the names of 
any of the prophets who worked 
during this period and find 
information about what was 
happening during this time.

3)  Commentaries:

Any commentaries on the 
prophets should have an 
introduction that will give you 
some background information 
about the times in which he 
worked.

The Prophets

page 29

Research Project
We will not have time in this 
class to study all of the Old 
Testament prophetic books.  
But, we would like for you to 
have some basic information 
about each one.  

The chart to your right (and 
continued on page 30) 
outlines four pieces of 
information about each book:  
Date (time of writing), Period 
(historical period of the 
prophet, see page #19), 
People (group to whom he is 
writing), and Purpose (the 
prophet’s reason for writing).   

However, not all of the 
information is provided.  Use 
your Bible, previous lessons 
(note especially the chart on 
page #19) and the research 
tools available in class to 
complete the information for 
each prophet.  

Jeremiah    Date: _______ B.C.

Period:  Judah Alone/Captivity
People:  Judah/Exiles
Purpose:  This "weeping" prophet warned 
of Judah's destruction and lived 
to see his words come to pass.

Ezekiel        Date:  592-570 B.C.

Period:______________
People:  Exiles
Purpose:  Lifted the spirits of the people 
of Judah during their captivity

Daniel       Date: _______ B.C.

Period:_______________
People:  Exiles
Purpose:  This young captive rose to a 
position of great power and 
wrote of the coming of God's 
kingdom.

 B.C.

Period:  Divided Kingdom
People:_______________  Hosea 4:1

Purpose:  Compared Israel's 
unfaithfulness to God to the 
unfaithfulness of his wife

Joel Date:  Uncertain

Period:_______________
People:  Judah
Purpose:  Uses a locust plague to 
illustrate God's coming 
judgment, if they do not repent

Hosea       Date:  ______ 

Isaiah    Date:  740-690 B.C.

Period:  Judah Alone
People:  Judah
Purpose:  Called the “Messianic Prophet” 
Isaiah tells us a great deal 
about the coming Savior.

7



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

DEVIL’S ADVOCATE

Sometimes the reason students don't see the relevance of a subject is because they've never been 
challenged on that subject.  For example, we have a hard time convincing some of our students of the 
need to study the inspiration of the Bible because they believe it’s inspired and have never been 
challenged on that issue.

So, one way to demonstrate relevance is for the teacher to play the role of devil's advocate and 
challenge their faith on these issues.  We play “devil’s advocate by raising arguments that the 
enemies of Christianity make and allow the students to measure whether or not they are ready to 
answer.  In the example below, we confronted our students with some of the arguments critics make 
against the Bible and instructed them to come up with answers.  This gave them a sense of the kind 
of questions they would face from 
unbelievers.  It also helped many 
of them to realize that they were
not ready to answer.  It showed the
relevance of the things we were
studying in this class. 

One important reminder:  Always be 
sure the "devil's" arguments are 
thoroughly answered by the time you
get done.  Don't leave kids hanging.

THE BIBLE 101 12

An article in U.S. News and World Report carried the headline:  What Did Jesus Really Say?  It reported on the findings of the Jesus 
Seminar.  This is a group of “scholars” from universities and divinity schools all over the world who have been studying the statements of 
Jesus recorded in the gospels
  

They have concluded that Jesus did NOT say more than 80% of the things attributed to Him in the gospels.  For example, they say that, 
of the 111 sayings of Jesus recorded in Mark, only 17 were actually spoken by Him.  The rest were added later by church leaders.  
These leaders wanted their own words to be remembered, so they falsely claimed that Jesus spoke them.  

The Jesus Seminar also argues that most of what Jesus actually spoke has been lost.  They believe that too much time passed before 
the words were written down.  The writers would only have been able to remember a few catchy statements and some of His more 
memorable parables.  

Source:  U.S. News & World Report, July 1, 1991, pgs. 57-58

Another article in U.S. News carried the title Reassessing An Apostle and discussed new theories about the Apostle Paul.  One such 
theory said this:  “For all his energy and influence, Paul wrote only a fraction of the New Testament letters that tradition ascribes to him, 
and even some of those were subsequently altered by others to reflect later developments in church theology.”  In other words, some 
are now saying that most of what the Bible say Paul wrote was NOT written by him.  The article goes on to point out that some of the 
statements Paul made about women (i.e. to be in subjection) were actually added to the Bible by church scribes.  

Source:  U.S. News & World Report, April 5, 1999, pgs. 52-55

John Shelby Spong is an Episcopal bishop and a member of their theology committee.  He believes that the Bible cannot be literally 
true.  In his book, Rescuing The Bible From Fundamentalism, Spong says:  “...I could not believe that anyone who had read this book 
would be so foolish as to proclaim that the Bible in every literal word was the divinely inspired, inerrant word of God.” (pg. 20)  Later he 
said “A literal Bible presents me with far more problems than assets.  It offers me a God I cannot respect, much less worship; a deity 
whose needs and prejudices are at least as large as my own.  I meet in the literal understanding of Scripture a God who is imply not 
viable, and what the mind cannot believe the heart can finally never adore.”  (pg. 20)  

Specifically Spong claims that the gospels present a Jesus who is “narrow-minded, vindictive, and even hypocritical.”  (pg. 21)  He also 
claims that the gospel writers twisted the facts concerning the resurrection. He argues that it was never meant to be taken literally.  He 
also claims that the apostle Paul was a homosexual.  He believes that to understand the Bible, we must look beyond what it literally 
says and find the spiritual truths hidden in the text.

Sources:  Rescuing The Bible From Fundamentalism, Spong; Time Magazine, February 18, 1991, pg. 62.

For several weeks my wife and I had a Bible study with a neighbor and his wife.  Eventually we came to the point where the Bible 
passages we were studying conflicted with this man’s long-held beliefs.  Unable to get around this Bible teaching, the man final made 
this observation:  “Well, we can’t really be sure about what the Bible says.  After all, it must have been changed over all those years by 
the men who copied it.”  

Source:  A Personal Experience

I was asked to sit in on a Bible study with a couple of Mormon “elders.”  At the start, we asked these young men what they believed about 
the Bible.  One of them commented that he believed the Bible was generally a good book.  But, he want on to say that it was so filled with 
contradictions it just was not very reliable.  He said that we needed the book of Mormon so we could understand the Bible correctly.

Source:  A Personal Experience

W H AT  TH E CRI TI CS ARE SAYI NG AB OUT  TH E B IB LE

Below you will find reports about what critics of the Bible and 
experiences Christians have had with them.  Read over these 
statements carefully so that you will get some idea of this 
battle that is being waged over the Bible.

8



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

THE HOT SEAT

We put together this method to prepare our kids to face and handle peer pressure.  One of the keys to 
handling negative peer pressure is to know exactly how you will respond, i.e. what you will say, do, etc.  To 
prepare for that challenge we developed the “hot seat.”

[1] It's actually an old folding chair painted bright red.
[2] We put the kids in a circle and draw numbers to see who goes first.
[3] Then each kids takes a turn in the seat and we read a short scenario that a kid might face.  

You are sitting on a bench in front of school about 20 minutes before first period 
begins.  One of your good friends comes running up to you.  “I need your help,” he 
says.  “I forgot to do the math homework last night.  If I don't get it done, I'm 
going to fail this class.  Please let me copy yours.  I'll never ask again.  I just need 
to do this once!”

What would you say?
What Bible principles and passages would guide us?

[4] His job is to explain, immediately, how he would respond.
[5] Then we talk it over and help the kids develop a plan of action for each situation.  

9



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

CHALLENGES!

I believe our teenagers are capable of far greater things than we sometimes realize.  When our teens 
studied the prophets, we challenged them to write a brief research paper on one of the prophets.  It was 
an opportunity to try out their new research skills.  We allowed them to do a lot of the work in class so that 
we could help them with the process.  Although it was tough at first, the students ultimately enjoyed the 
assignment and learned a great deal from it.  

On another occasion, we challenged our students to write a brief commentary on one of the New 
Testament Epistles.

Don’t be afraid to challenge the students to take on some difficult assignments that stretch their minds.  
Their teachers at school do it all the time.  Why not challenge them when it comes to the most important 
material they are studying.

FROM A BOOK ON THE PROPHETS

The Prophets

page 70

For the next several weeks, our class work will focus on putting together a term paper.  Use the 
following directions as a guide for your work.

Objective:To give an overview of one of the Minor Prophets

Length:At least three type-written pages (double spaced)

Footnotes:Footnote any source you cite or quote

Tools:Make use of the Bible, dictionaries, commentaries, etc., the same books we 
 have been using all along for our research

Content:Your paper should answer three questions:

1)  Who wrote this book?  Include all the background you can find on the 
      author.  What was special about him?

2)  What were the times like?  Who was king?  Was he good or bad?  
       What  were the people like (faithful or unfaithful)?  What were their
       sins?

3)  What was the message?  What was the prophet trying to say to the 
      people?  It may help to summarize this chapter by chapter.  Review 
      our study of Amos.

Book:You are free to select any of the minor prophets, with the exception of Amos, 
since we have already studied this book.  

HoseaJoelObadiahJonah

MicahNahumHabakkukZephaniah

HaggaiZechariahMalachi

My choice is:_________________________________
Reading:Before going any further, you need to take some time to read over this book at 
least twice and jot down some of your initial observations.

DIRECTIONSfor my term paper
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[5]FIGURE OUT CONFUSING 
PASSAGES

Some parts of the books you study will 
make perfect sense to you.  But other 
places will be confusing.  These will 
require special focus in your study.  

Earlier in this material you learned how 
to define words and figure out 
confusing verses.  These skills must 
now be applied to figure out the 
sections of the book that you do not 
understand. 

[6]PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

After completing your research, you 
must begin putting together the 
message of the book.  

[a]Begin by laying out what you 
believe is the writer’s overall 
objective.  What is he trying 
to accomplish with this book?

[b]Then, identify the main points 
that he makes in each of the 
different sections.  Try to 
connect this points with his 
overall objective.

[c]Finally, try to tie each verse in 
the book back to the overall 
message.

Be patient with yourself during this 
process.  The first time you go through 
a book, you will not understand every 
part of  it.  Give it time.  The more you 
come back to the book and study it 
over the years, the more you will 
understand it.

STEPS
TO FIGURE OUT
THE MESSAGE
OF A BOOK

My 
Commentary 

On A New 
Testament Book

As we wrap up this study, we have one more challenge to take on.  The 
rest of this class will be spent researching one of the New Testament 

epistles.  We will be using the skills explained in this lesson to see if we 
can figure out the message of one of these books.  We will begin in this 

session by selecting a book and reading it.  Future lessons will take us 
through each step of the process we have just described.  You will be 

given lots of time in class to do research.  This will enable you to use the 
tools we have been working with.  However, you will need to do some of 
this work at home. By the time we wrap up the last session, each of you 

will have written your own brief commentary on your book and presented 
it to the class.  That’s our goal, so let’s get started.  

STEP #1:  SELECTING 
& READING A BOOK 

Of course, we must begin this project by selecting a book.  Since we do 
not have a lot of time, you should select one of the shorter epistles.  We 

would suggest one of these:

EphesiansTitus
PhilippiansJames
ColossiansI Peter

I ThessaloniansII Peter
II ThessaloniansI John

I Timothy
II Timothy

[1]Which book will you be researching?  

_________________________________________________

[2]Explain why you chose this book.

_________________________________________________

After wrapping up this first class, go home and read through the book you 
selected.  You should read from beginning to end in one sitting.  Then,  

record your first impressions on the next page.

Wait until you get to class to work on this part of the lesson.



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

SEARCH & DISCOVER

Sometimes teachers find it difficult to get their students excited about working with the text.  One way to 
stimulate their interest is to send them to the text searching for specific pieces of information.  

For example, in a class discussing Old Testament characters, we would break our group up into teams and 
have each team spend that first 15 minutes of class reading a piece of text that talks about this person. As 
one team member reads, the rest search for specific pieces of information about this character.  When 
they are finished, each team discusses what they found and then shares their answers with the class.  We 
spend the rest of the class discussing this character and the lessons we can learn from their life.  Note the 
samples below.

You can use the same approach with any passage.  Instead of just asking students to read, send them on 
a “spiritual scavenger hunt.”  Ask them to search the text for specific pieces for information. 
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TEAM LISTS
As a class, 
discuss the questions below.

[1]  Imagine you are an Israelite soldier 
watching David go off to fight 
Goliath.  Would you have thought 
David had a chance to win?  Share 
with the class all the reasons David 
should have lost this battle.

[2]  Would you have been willing to do 
what David did?

[3]  Do you think David was confident 
going into this battle?  Share with 
the class all the reasons your 
team found to explain David’s 
confidence.

[4]  What message did David want to 
send by his victory over Goliath?

[5]  Why do you think David won this 
battle?  Check one below:

Goliath was not as strong as 
everyone thought.
David was a better warrior than 
people anticipated.
God gave him the victory.

[6]  Finish this sentence:

In my opinion, Goliath is a loser 
because:

 P-UP              A     R         W        E       M      A      G   -     T    S  

O
P       

[1]  We will never have to face a giant like Goliath in our lives, but what are some of the “giant” problems that 
you face - struggles that just seem impossible to overcome?

[2]  What can you learn from David’s story to help you face your own “giants?”

[3]  Read these passages together as a class.  Discuss how each one gives you confidence as you face your own 
struggles  (I Peter 5:6-7; Phil. 4:6-7,11-13; Luke 1:30-37).

TA CKL IN G THE TEXT

BIBLE HEROES & ZEROES

BIBLE HERO: 

                        David

[1]Pre-Game
Before coming to class, read again: I Samuel 17:1-58 .  This will help get 
your mind prepared for the work we will do in class.  

I completed my reading before class.          
My lame excuse for not doing my reading is:  _________________________

[2]Game Time
At the beginning of class, have the teacher divide your group into several teams.  
Have one person read for each team the pieces of Bible text on the next page.  As 
they read, each team member should make all the reasons David should have LOST 
this battle with Goliath.  Also, mark any passages that explains why David was so 
confident.   When the reading is finished, combine your findings and make one 
“team” list on the last page.   You will share your lists as you discuss the discussion 
questions in the post-game period.

[3]Post-Game
Before the class breaks up, take some time to talk over the discussion questions on 
the last page.  

S
E

S
S

I
O

N
 [

2
]



METHODS
TO USE IN TEENAGE BIBLE CLASSES

ANONYMOUS ANSWERS

There are many reasons students are sometime reluctant to answer questions in class and say how they 
really feel about a subject.  It is difficult to be effective as a teacher when we don’t know what our 
students really think about a specific issue.  One way to overcome this problem is to allow students to 
answer questions anonymously.  

For example, we recently passed out a set of index cards to each student in our class and asked them to 
answer this question.  List at least two areas of your life where you need to show greater boldness.  We 
ask them to take a moment to write their answers on card and then pass them .  Here are some of the 
answers we received:

“I need to have more courage in speaking up when immorality, vulgarity, and musical instruments 
in church arise in conversation.”

“When someone is smoking at school, stand up and tell them it is wrong.”

“I need to be more bold towards my friends about language and movies.”

“Try to talk to more people about God and study with people.”

Those are great answers.  But, I wonder how many of these students would have been willing to admit 
these struggles out loud in front of the other students.  Allowing the students to answer anonymously 
made them a little more open to tell us how they really felt.

You can use this with any question when you want to know how your students really feel on an issue.
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